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he should live till the expiry of the set term, he is put to
death."1
It will be observed that, whereas in the Persian version
of Ibn Haukal it is the new khakan who is said to have
been thus forcibly interrogated as to the length of his future
reign, in the Arabic original and in Dimeshky's account it
is the new king who is subjected to this stringent interroga-
tory. The discrepancy betrays a certain confusion between
the two personages who divided the Khazar sovereignty
between them ; but the analogy of similar customs elsewhere
renders it practically certain that it was the sacred and
nominally supreme potentate, rather than his civil and
nominally subordinate colleague, whose reign was limited in
this peremptory fashion.
The last notice of the Khazars, or Khozars, and their
kings which I shall cite is extracted from the Geography of
the eminent Arab historian and geographer Abulfeda, who
was born at Damascus in A.D. 1273 an<3 died in A.D. 1331
at the ancient Syrian city of Hamah (the Biblical Hamath),
of which he had been for many years before his death the
hereditary prince and ruler. A gallant soldier and a dis-
tinguished writer, Abulfeda appears not to have travelled
very widely; hence for the materials embodied in his
Geography he must have been in great measure dependent
on the works of his predecessors.2 The description which
he gives of the Khazar kingdom is clearly based, for the
most part, on the accounts of Ibn Foszlan (Fadlan) and Ibn
Haukal. It runs as follows :
" The river I til (Volga) traverses the country of the
Russians and Bulgarians. The capital, also called Itil, is
divided into two parts : the one is situated to the west of
the river (on the right bank) and is the principal part; the
other lies to the east. The king (of the Khozars) inhabits
the western part. This king is called in their language
Belek; he is also known as Bek.3 This part is about a
parasang long; it is surrounded by a wall, but the wall is
1 C. M.Fraehn, <#.<://. pp. 582,611.         8 " Cons tan tine Porphyrogenitus
* Encyclopedia  Britannica,  ninth     (De administrando imperio, part ii.
edition,   i.   (Edinburgh    1875),   PP-     cap. xlii.) employs the word irfy ;  it
60 s$.;  C. Brockelmann, Geschickte     is   evidently  the   common   Turkish
far araliscken Littsratur, ii. 44 sq.         word bsg or fay"   (Reinaud's note.)